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between the Orange and Vaal rivers (Orange River Territory) which then
became the Orange Free State. Those doings were very remote from Windsor,
but the Queen inquired into them and received an interesting report. This
stated that the existence of two independent states might endanger the security
of British dominions in South Africa, but the Colonial Office held that this
danger " seems very remote/'

In the first half of the nineteenth century there had been a number of Kaffir
wars, but after 1830 there was peace in South Africa for nearly thirty years.
During those years the " Dark Continent" was being explored by travellers,
traders, and missionaries. The greatest missionary was David Livingstone,
who went to Bechuanaland for the London Missionary Society in 1841.
In 1852-54 he crossed Africa from east to west, most of the way on
foot. His last journey, when he explored Lake Tanganyika, was made in
1866-73.

In 1854 Burton and Speke, sent out by the Royal Geographical Society,
discovered Lakes Tanganyika and Victoria Nyanza; and in 1864 Samuel Baker
and his wife discovered another great inland sea, which received the name of
Lake Albert Nyanza. The greatest (or the greatest after Livingstone) of the
African explorers of the Victorian Age was H. M. Stanley, who did much to
open up Uganda and the Congo regions in 1874. In 1889 he made his most
famous expedition into Central Africa, successfully, to find Emm Pasha, a
German, who had been Governor of Equatorial Africa for the Khedive of
Egypt.

In 1877 the British Government in which Disraeli (Lord Beaconsfield)
was Prime Minister and Lord Carnarvon, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs,
was convinced that the time had come for a federation of the South African
colonies and the independent Orange Free State and South African Republic.
This was only to be accomplished by mutual consent; Sir Battle Frere, whose
administrative work had lain chiefly in India (though he had some experience
of East Africa), was sent to South Africa as Governor of Cape Colony in 1877
to promote federation. The Queen was informed of all this, and approved
of it. At this time the South African Republic (Transvaal) was in a bad way,
pressed hard by Zulu tribes, and absolutely without funds. On 8th April 1877
it was annexed to the British Crown by agreement between President Burgess
of the republic and Sir Theophilus Shepstone, H.M. Commissioner for Native
Affairs in Natal. President Burgess consented to the annexation, whilst High
Commissioner Shepstone, on his side, agreed that the President should issue
a formal protest against annexation. The Boer President assisted in drafting
a proclamation of annexation, and submitted to the British High Commission
the document of protest. Out of this piece of hypocrisy there soon came a
/fatal restilt.